5th SIR CONFERENCE ON

“EMPOWERING RESEARCHERS THROUGH APPLIED SPIRITUALITY”
FROM 23RD TO 27TH  SEPTEMBER  2011 AT 

GLOBAL AUDITORIUM, AT MANMOHINIVAN COMPLEX, SHANIVAN, ABU ROAD
The 5th SIR Conference and Meditation Retreat on ‘Empowering Researchers through Applied Spirituality’ was held at Global Auditorium, Manmohinivan Complex, Shantivan, Abu Road, from 23rd to 27th Sept. 2011.

The Inaugural Session was held on the evening of 23rd Sept. 2011 at the Global Auditorium which was attended by more than 600 delegates (consisting of Scientists PhDs, M. Phils, Medical Doctors) from Research Institutes and several other organizations related to research from all over India as well as Nepal, Japan and Australia.
This session started with a Video Show – Glimpses of the previous SIR Conferences.  This was followed by a Welcome Song by Madhurvani Group and a Welcome dance by Kumari Diti of BK Colony, Shantivan.  BK Sis. Geeta, Sr. Rajyoga Teacher, Mt. Abu, Welcomed the august gathering.  BK Sis. Rama, Rajayoga Teacher, Delhi & SpARC Core Group Member spoke in brief about Bramha Kumaris Organisation and SpARC activities and the various projects undertaken by it.  BK Sis Ambika, Natl. Co-ordinator, SpARC Wing spoke about the objectives of the Conference.  BK Dr. Nirmala didi delivered the Inaugural Address.  Subsequently, Chief Guest – Maj. Gen.  (Dr.) Bansal, VSM, Chikitsa Ratna Awardee and Hon’ble Member Natl. Disaster Management Authority, Govt. of India, and Guests of Honour – Padmashree HS Kamath, Ex-Chairman & Chief Executive, Heavy Water Board (Dept. of Atomic Energy), Mumbai, Dr. Kartikeshwar Patra, Ex-MLA & EX-MP, Orissa, and Mr. AL Madaan, Author, Creative Writer and a recipient of several State level and National level awards and prizes for Hindi Writing, shared their thoughts through inspirational speeches.
The Conference consisted of four Meditation Sessions under various themes, three Plenary Sessions relating to various topics applicable to researchers, a Panel Discussion on ‘Handling Setbacks – The Spiritual Way’, a Joint Scientific Study on Rajayoga Meditation by scientists from DRDO, Paper Presentation by 10 scientists, Platinum Jubilee Celebrations and culminating in the Valedictory Session which included two dances as a part of cultural Program.
The Valedictory Session of 5th SIR Conference was held on 26.09.11 in the Conference Hall of the Shantivan Complex, Abu Road. 

Thought-provoking and inspirational talks by distinguished speakers: 

Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, MP and Chairman, PAC was the Chief Guest of this session. His humble talk was laced with very inspiring, and displayed his down-to-earth persona.  Enthralling the audience, with whom he established quick connection, he put-forth his views on Science and Spirituality in a very lucid manner which was well received and appreciated by the scientific fraternity. He boosted the morale of the gathering with elevated and motivational talks. In addition, he also lauded the various efforts of this Organisation in its quest for inculcating spiritual values in the society.  He also stated that, at Shantivan, he could feel the pure vibrations and experience the spiritual atmosphere.  He shared his feeling that mankind is not different from nature and it is important to prepare for a humanitarian research by empowering with spirituality.  He summed up his speech by extending Warmest and Best Wishes for the Godly service going on a large scale in the world today.
BK Ramesh Shah – Addl. Secy. General, Brahma Kumaris & Chairperson, SpARC Wing said one of the aims of the Brahma Kumaris is to reach-out to the layman with its highly elevated spiritual knowledge, and simplified concepts like mind, intellect and sanskaras which are faculties of the soul. This spiritual knowledge, he said, could be understood by anyone and everyone.  He also mentioned that it was easy for the scientists to realize that they were souls – a point of light, and not scientists. Their spiritual realization, about the original identity, would create a whole new chapter in the world, bring about world peace and encourage universal brotherhood.

Former Ambassador Mr. S. K. Mathur, IFS (Retd) He asserted that Brahma Kumaris is the biggest spiritual organization in the world sering mankind through its 8,500 centres spread-over 137 countries.  He also said that it was saddening to note that even though Brahma Kumaris organization has worldwide recognition, for rendering selfless service to bring about peace, it has not been conferred with the highest international award - Noble Peace Prize and felt that Dr. MM Joshi should take note of this.   He also expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the Brahma Kumaris for the excellent management of the Conference-cum-Meditation Retreat and for the hospitality extended to him.
BK Ambika, National Co-ordiantor, SpARC said that researchers’ intellect need to be divine, with the inculcation of spirituality, so that the ultimate objective of research activities benefit mankind.  Later she spelt-out ‘The Action Plan for Future’ and the ways and means to realize the same with the aid of five direct points.  She further added that the pilot studies taken-up with the likes of DRDO and NIMHANS should be given the shape of serious projects in future. 
From the feedback forms, it has come to light, that most of the delegates, if not all, were overwhelmed and very much impressed with the way the Conference was conducted and profusely expressed their appreciation.  Delegates have suggested, in the feedback form, that such conferences need to be organized in various Organisations.   Mention has also to be made of the fact that delegates have assured to bring about transformation in their life style and inculcate the spiritual knowledge gained by them during the Conference.
Note: 
DVDs are available at Audio-Visual counter, Shantivan and Audio CDs are available at Sound Dept. Shantivan.
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